
TLHAHLONG ARTISAN TRAINING CENTRE

When Murray & Roberts Projects was awarded the boiler contracts for the Medupi Power Station in 2007, the
world 's fourth largest coal-powered station, the company agreed to train 1400 artisans to meet targets set by
the Accelerated and Shared Growth Initiative for South Africa.

The artisans are trained at the Tlhahlong artisan training centre in Lephalale, Limpopo, and the programme is
conducted in partnership with the FET College in Lephalale, Gijima AST (the training provider) and the
merSETA.

Each contract within the Medupi Power Station project has Accelerated and Shared Growth Initiative for South
Africa (Asgisa) targets and as such, Eskom has placed contractual requirements on its contractors, to
contribute to skills development, job creation, enterprise development, education and human resource
development.

There are currently 17 086 people working on site at Medupi, 7 679 of which are from the Lephalale
municipality many of which have undergone training and skill development through the Legacy Programmes.

Recruitment for these learnership and skills programmes are done via the local Department of Labour with a
grade 12 pass as an entry requirement. Candidates are identified, interviewed, assessed and checked for
medical fitness and selected according to the needs dictated by the construction of the Medupi Power Station.

The training program has achieved significant milestones thus far, with over 500 artisans at Medupi & Kusile
Power Station, either on the project site, gaining practical ‘on the job’ experience or within the training facility. At
Kusile, the first intake of 95 artisans have completed their summative assessments and are engaged in their ‘on
the job’ training.

The scheme, which was driven by Eskom, provides a good basis for the future skills needs of South Africa and
enables Murray & Roberts to leave a positive legacy in a community where it is involved in a large project.
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