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Canadian Natural Resources fined $500,000 for hydrogen sulphide releases

University of Calgary researchers to benefit from CNRL fines
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The CNRL Horizon oilsands project is 15 kilometres north of Fort McKay  (Terry Reith/CBC)

Canadian Natural Resources Limited (CNRL) has been fined $500,000 for two unrelated incidents involving the

release of poisonous hydrogen sulphide from its Horizon oilsands facility.

The camp — about 70 kilometres north of Fort McMurray — breached the Environmental Protection and

Enhancement Act on May 28, 2010, when the plant's sulphur recovery unit failed, allowing hydrogen sulphide to

escape at ground level and through a flare stack.

Oilsands company fined $1.5M in Chinese workers' deaths

Oilsands giant CNRL charged in 2nd sour gas leak

The gas, which smell of rotten eggs, is highly poisonous, corrosive, flammable, and explosive.
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The company didn't report the failure for nearly a month, even though it was required to report it immediately. The

violation cost CNRL $350,000.

In an unrelated incident, on Aug. 2, 2012, the sulphur recovery unit failed again, releasing an unknown amount of

hydrogen sulphide gas into the air when it wasn't fully combusted.

Environment and Sustainable Resource Development (ESRD) began investigating after receiving reports of high air

monitoring readings in the area and complaints from people in Fort MacKay.

The company was charged for the leak, failing to report the incident and provided misleading information to the

government and the Fort MacKay First Nation.

Each charge carried a possible fine of $500,000.

The company was found guilty only of contravening the conditions of the plant's approval and was fined $150,000

after admitting to the incident.

The rest of the charges were dismissed or withdrawn. 

Researchers at the University of Calgary will receive $425,000 from the penalties to study the toxicological effects of

chemicals in the air in and around Fort MacKay.

The rest of the fines will go to the regulator.
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Métis accuse oilsands giant CNRL of economic retaliation over environmental concerns

Canadian Natural Resources barrels ahead with Horizon oilsands expansion

Oilsands giant CNRL charged in 2nd sour gas leak
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